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HYA’s latest composite, covering roughly 92% of U.S. corn counties, shows
yields finishing 0.8 bu/ac below 2024, despite USDA’s higher November
estimate. Underperformance remained concentrated in the core Corn Belt,
led by Iowa (−14.1) and Illinois (−10.2). While South Dakota, Minnesota, Indiana,
and Ohio posted notable gains, they were not enough to offset losses in the
central belt. Final county-level results confirm a persistent pocket of weakness
through Iowa into western Illinois, suggesting realized yields likely fell short of
USDA’s national projection.

The Harvest Yield Analytics (HYA) model
captures real-time yield results from
commercial seed company trial results during
the fall harvest season. Yields from seed plot
trials are then compared to historical seed plot
trials (2020–2024) in the same region and used
as a predictor for average county yields. It’s
important to note these results are not fully
representative of every acre or growing
condition, but they provide valuable directional
insights into harvest outcomes.
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Soybean results finished more supportive, with HYA covering approximately
78% of soybean counties and plot yields ending 1.8 bu/ac above 2024, broadly
consistent with USDA’s November outlook. Strength across Kansas, South
Dakota, Nebraska, and much of the eastern Corn Belt outweighed localized
softness in North Dakota and Missouri. County-level maps show a clear green
bias across key producing regions. Overall, the data point to a stable-to-above-
trend national soybean finish, with far less divergence from USDA estimates
than seen in corn.

The Harvest Yield Analytics (HYA) model
captures real-time yield results from
commercial seed company trial results during
the fall harvest season. Yields from seed plot
trials are then compared to historical seed plot
trials (2020–2024) in the same region and used
as a predictor for average county yields. It’s
important to note these results are not fully
representative of every acre or growing
condition, but they provide valuable directional
insights into harvest outcomes.
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